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“To veform a wovid, to veform d nation,
no wise man will undertake: And all bul
fo'uh?;sh men know Lhat lhe .cm!_\; 'sulfd. though
a far slower vefo ;-9'-;14;(;-::5'(:.;1,;5 wha_ﬁ _éachfmart
begins and pevfects on f’?ns_'e!/'._"' |

Curlyi'e

i :

- “Nil actum cvedens, dum qiiid superessel
: /
agendum.” 4

Lucan, of Julius Caesar

1 | “And have put on the new man, which is
venewed in knowledge after the image of
him that cveated him:”

C_olossiﬁns—.'i:l-(}- e

St._Aﬁgus_tz'ne says that evil is to'be._.less

than we ave, a tendency lo non-being.

.1rr
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1 remember, amuug other examinations that
took place inour Faculty of Lawin Buenos. Air
one: which dealt. with Lumi} ldw a;:d where th(.i_:;
student .was asked to:discourse on Ie;u,cs Llj.Vl.d.‘
ing ‘ones rural pru]mrty frontanother . g i
dent, who had obyiously nq_qlu.teatfl‘l tlptntiu.uldr e
aspect: of ; the- curriculum, far J‘rmn_.luvltn;, lost, .
because’of his ignorance.on the subject,. ltmkml'
his examiners str aight; in the eye andy: ‘mdl\inb i
sweepmg -gesture -with; his- Arm. tn.an effort to
gain, time, started hrs explmmuon Lhua.' “In the e
beglnning all was; Id.l'ld thel.e wcxc m) Iu'u,es 4

Needless to. say the examme;b, wlw were_
qulte experienced in: this .type:o: appr o.tch, dld ;
nottallow him:to contnme dny fu _L.l. .md he was. .
prornptly fiunkeci e o

In dealmg todfly w1th a subject !1ke the m-,
tellectual. .responsibility.iof. specw.hsl:b on. Latin
America, I feel like 111troduc.mg my: sub_]ect with .
the same. ambitious gesture. as the; uufortuu..tte :
'student in my anecdote But;there are two dif-
ferences First, my examiners -are not in.a po=
sition. to stop me and flunk me at the start.
Second, I-do not: necessarﬂy follow this approach
because I am trying to stall:for time, but rather. - .
I think. ‘that making’ somer general Statements.
“in this case‘be of v.:llue, and ulnmdtely;

rmght'
mean savmg tJ.rne. ¥ 4

For better or, for worse Ieel 11. rny obh.ga— ¥
tlon 6 make - 'jzself lcnowntto you as:best:I:can .
under the c:1rcurnstances Tlns melms ‘allowing:.
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It is very much in the fashion today, and in
this country in particular, to speak a,pout ?acts
and objectivity. A strong school of k-ustonans:
artists, and writers stick up for th1§ neo-re
alism that found its way into the cinema via
Ttaly. I question this idea c_f ObjE:CtlvltY"'“ﬂ.'lat
simple straight facts alone will m.acessanly give
a more truthful and objective p1ct'ure than any
arrived at through an interpretation Of. facts.
However subjective it might appear to l_:e, ag
individual’s interpretation may tI)e considere
objective as long as we reali.zg it is the pr(}'dut::t
of an objective mind. Objectivity dges not 118.1;!1
the choice of method but in the objectivity wit
which the method is used. My contention is that

since a selection of facts must be made, the act'

of choosing implies a particular i.nterpretatioE
of reality, with the danger that claims oflobjecd
tivity based on the method employf.-d wﬂ! Ieat
many people to believe the copclusmns withou

further questioning,

It is 4 fact, for example, that people brush

their teeth every morning in the Unite.d States.
But were I to present a picture of llfsa in the
United States by devoting myself exclusively to
its citizens’ activities in the bathroom,although
I would not necessarily be lying, ‘and although
the pictures and documents 1 might produce
would be accurate, and even though manyoft_hesf
facts might prove quite interesting and en_llgh]g

ening within a wider context, pre_sentec_l all by
themselves they would constitute a huge lie about
the panorama of life in this country.

When I speak then of intellectual responsi-
bility, with particular reference to specialists
on Latin American. subjects, I'must explain; to
begin with, what I mean by. intellectual respon-
sibility, and my own: understanding: of objecti~ -
vity. 'I-do not think that intellectual responsi-
bility is a simple matter of good will'in gather-
ing-facts. I'believe.it implies, good will to start:
with,: and -obviously, an :intellect storstartwith, -
No -mentally deficient-person can be intellec~
tually. responsible, but. in addition to:good.will
and intellect: and the gathering of facts, there
must. be other: iconditions.that-allow the: pursuit. .
of the 'subject with:true intellectual curiosity;
which, -according to:Trevelyan, is the lifeblood
of .real: civilization, The. thinker must divest . -
himself: of  all-the idols to which Francis. Bacon -
made; reference. In’speaking of ;social and.po=
litical matters'hé-must rid himself in particular-
of ‘the idola tribus, :which: are the:sprejudices
that. often come from environment,from our own
particular heritagei However glorioiis this her=i: .

-itage may be, if we fail to take its own charac-

teristics into account, these prejudices can pre-

vent us from understanding people and their be~

havior when they live in different environments

and have different traditions. This becomes very -
specifically true when it-comes toun derstanding = -
moral ‘issues’ in particular contextsof time-and -
place./ Many historical figures'we ad mire, whom.
ho-have come ‘down to,

maiikind admires; and wh i ti
us as ‘the'heroes- of 'thie’ past, would ‘shock-our" -
moral'standards today, P e e S N

i

identity of his' wife Sarah, allowing:the Egyp-

|I'h g iy
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tians to believe she was his sister, in order not
to displease Pharaoh, who was keen about the
lady; David, that magnificent poet and king,
whose psalms are read in the Mass every day,
thought nothing of it when it came to plundering
and slaying the tribes. of the Philistines, who did
not belong .to the Jewish people. I cite these
examples because these "are men whom I truly
admire, and 1 admire-them because 1 exercise
the necessary imagination to realize that, with
all their shortcomings, at that particular time in
human history they represented highly moral
consciences, which makes themgreat for all
time even though we may know better in’ many.
respects today. Historical judgments must be
carefully made and cannot be arrived at without
the exercise of the imagination. Facts are the
colors . with which:we paint ‘a. picture, but the
picture we paint must: be born from our loving
mind and imaginatio:u—'Colors.ar'e meaningless
without the artist’s responsible approach to
them,

It is difficult for civilized men to accept the
cosmic justice of nature, in all its crudity. Min=
erals and plants have their.own justice, Since
Rousseau’s idyllic conception of the natural state
as the paradise from whence man was expelled
by society, which keeps him in fetters, many
are the happy ideologists who cannot be intel-
lectually responsible in facing the truth about
man. These ideologists are responsible for all
the beautiful Utopias-that inevitably lead man~-
kind to a disastrous end, having started from a
false beginning. This is true whether they be
Utopias springing from an extreme right-wing

alltime:, To,be

w POWEE. i : o s

position like Nazism, or, Wheﬂ??f-.sthey,_b{e Uto- ©
pias springing from an _‘exc;en@;_.lefa;_l-.-._w,i];g posi= .-
tion 1]..1({3__CUlnr_l_'!-L_ll'li_S'_'l'l'l_._ “f.h;l{_:l_‘]];‘_: A h,_]_voln CUITI.." .

mon is.this lack of intellectual responsibility in, .

the consideration of. man as he is, this wishful,
thinking that _repll'ace.ssg;s_eri_qus.:t;hou‘gh_t'. The;idea
that man is naturally good. and that, socicty cor-
rupts. him does.not coincide withman’sbehayior,
unless we are ready.to defend the goodness of
the -beast. History shows us the, long and stren-
uous march of mankind’ to. redecm itself from
its. egotistic natural impulses:and, by, the cumu~

. lative efforts of g@:|‘_1,§"31‘."_a-11;_.i,q:'is‘,j’._tjq"‘im;pr.u,vc man’s

material -and. moral. condition so.that.he. may
become a better creature than his precdecessors.
That, is the whole history.of the struggle of the

«of man: It coincid

human race, This.is,no pessimistic.conception

s, with,all religious. insight of

er. ourselye

effort. Betterment d
make this effort we

oes not come naturally. To

must’ exercise our will

Dl_._tring'thltéé.e"_s"tég_e;_'s;..of struggle for a.more.
complete and better manhood,, intellectual re-
sponsibility obliges us to .consider each step

without undue:pride.or undue. shame..I do not

feel today like aforeigner speaking to strangers.
I feel like a man speaking to-other men. I'do not

believe’ we have:different;destinies. as .a race, -
~which'is the human' race. There are ‘different -
-levels'of achievemeiit in-different-fie lds, but-our -
.struggle is commonj our-goal; whicli:is:a better"
“manhood; .is -the same. ;No destiny. of any man
living ‘on any’ part ‘of the-earth’ caii‘ be/alientto
-our ‘own, To captire this/sense:of ‘Tespoi

isibility

s

S8 i 8 G 2

N e A iy e e R 2

s we must.make.an
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is part of the effort of our times. In order to
advance toward this goal, the first stepisto see
ourselves and others as we really are. Not to
read our own peculiarities or worse, our own
prejudices, into our neighbor. We must allow
the richness of all idiosyncracies to flourish,
if we really want to achieve this common human
destiny of which I speak.

This approach to our subgect--whlch I would
dare call the humanistic. approach—-ls the only
one that, in thc final dnalysm can be of real

help.

~ The fact that humanists and artists are al-
lowed to exist within the framework of free so-
cieties is precisely what dlstmgmshes these
societies from those that fear truth as it springs
from reality--social, econormc, splntual real=

ity.

The fact that free societies allow for the
existence of such men does not mean that as a
whole--as .societies--they have reached this
ideal brotherhood of man which humanists keep
pointing out as the gmcllng star,

It does mean that they must not allow the,

star to be lost, That however urgently less lofty
considerations may .come into play, the door
must be left open to the highest spiritual goals,
so that we can continue to strive after them,

Shutting this door means the death of freedom.
The death of man’sultimate possibilty to redeem
his fallen nature, to put it in theological termi~
nology.

On account of their intrinsic structures, non-
free societies:. cannot. afford to: le.we tlus door.
Open i

The. paradomcal s1tuanon arisin frof thig
contrast that distinguishes ‘free from totalita=
rian societies. is this: That by allowing for hu-,
man  imperfection, free. socicties--as-long as .
they are free-~that is, .as long as they respect
the freedom of the1r--.—u1tel1ecmals .can ‘and .do
advance toward.the. att X '
plete and ever. lngher state. of manhood %

Totahtanan SOC]theS, ‘on the other'hand_
arising from a closed conception=-a closed idea
about,man. Which . melxe 5 he, i '

he. fi and- siiice the spirit - "
1s freedom, they shut all do__,,s' to the"'spu: i

Perfect couceptlons do no allow for 1mpr.r-
fectl_g p and therefore’ praduce moral stagnation,
This is a. subtle paradox. etween: free cmd £
l:ahtarlan reglmes At A

4

: ong aga For a moment ST dppedred tlmt

poets and artists woulct be allowed free expres—
sion ir "'So_\net Russm It' 15 01
Freedo

"nature contagmus e

. As” SOOn ‘ds that free expressmn smrted ’to be-




This is ain important reflection to keep in
mind for all the “well-meaning idiots” who be=
lieve that “their” freedom would be spared if
their respective countries came under this type
of regime.

I spoke of a common humgn_destj.ny.

It is important to realize that the appeal
communism as an ideology has for many people
of good will lies in the fact that it does purport
to be a philosophy that will redeem mankind as

a whole,

The idea of redemption has areligious appeal.

Many of these so-called atheists are 'mfacj: very
mystical characters, who are trying to fill the
vacuum in their souls that is produced by scep=
ticism bred of true faith without true practice,
which in fact ceases to be true faith.

If we add that there are certain aspects of
injustice--mainly in the economic and social
spheres--for: which the communist leadership
is seriously trying toprovide asolutmn,we'shall
realize that this appeal cannot be dealt with by
just speaking beautiful words.

Words have different: meanings in different
contexts. The alternative: communism-democ-
racy--may prove enough in the United States,
for example, to bring about in the minds of peo-
ple a clear realization of what both philosophies
stand for.

In the Latin American countries it is not
enough to make matters quite so clear,

toppled Per6n. | .

damental civil rights in'general.

~ Communism is a creed, democracy a form
of 'government--to" Anglo-Saxoiis it mostly medns
parliamentary democracy, ‘which ‘seems -not'to

function quite as smoothly-inthe Latincountries.

! v P

“And-T am not tfhin ing only; of :Liat;lill;_, merican:
countries. I 'am-also-thinking ‘of the ‘European -
Latin/ countries’ "t.h__a'tilfhﬁve “a:tendency.to under=
stand democracy:in:a different wa :
plastic ‘imagination would’appea
embodiment: of - principles in’ th
dual.: Latinsar (

inclinedto -follo

““Look at Spain, Portugal, eveii'France, evel
Italy. No doubt theleader'is expectedtoact with= -

x

- in some kind of legal:framework ;but the role he

Rty 2

is expected to-play goes far beyond that'which

bydemocracya Opposedtocommumsm
we;simply mean democracy.as understoodby the .,

Anglo-Saxons, .I must, warn'that the term: be-

comes weak=~-it' lacks"the necessary appeal to
provide that mystique without whichcommunism
cannot:be overcome because:it has its,own mys-

tique,.-with -true religious strength. The impor=".
tance: of mystique can be wellillustrated by what ..
happened in Argentina during the revolutionthat

“Diring his period of government all sorts'of

' democratic pillars were tampered with or even

destroyei with relative immunity by hisregime:
the Supreme’Court--freedo the pr funi=
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The main body of the people didn't seem to
mind too much,

We might venture to say they almost wel~-

comed the attack on institutions that did not ap-
pear to spring from their innermost convictions
or defend their interests. All attempts to depose

Perén under the banner of saving democracy’
failed, Yet, when the regime in its final stage of

moral decomposition started burning churches,
a relatively-small minority did manage:toover=
throw Perén with the :acquiescence of the vast
majority of the Peronist population, who had a
clear realization that their leader was going too
far in his folly and who’ let h1m fall..

Peronism had and snll has.a mystu'iue. Yet
Argentines experienced in. those days the un-
mistakable feeling that Christianity (Catholicism
in this case) had a stronger mystique, It proved
to have. The so-called democratic forces joined

in this successful revolution, They were unable
to produce it themselves.  In fact theyr falled-

g Fi%
.

every time they tried.

. It so happened- that once the revolution had -
triumphed and Per6n was ousted, the“democra-

tic” forces took over,. with the results that sub=
sequent history has shown. -

Even when the democratic forces were in
power, democratic ideals proved weaker than
Peronism as a mystique, Once the religious

conflict was no longer an issue, Peronism ra- .
pidly regained its former strength and is today
numerically speaking the strosgest pOlltiCa]. ;

force in Argentina.

b .”

It ie no, acc1dent that Per 6n's only rea.l worry

_ since his exile has been to regam the eonﬂdence
of the Church _and that, likeHenry" IVat Canos=

sa, he wears a pemtent loekbefore the Holy See.

-I.

book ‘A New Deal for-Latiii 'America “The Allj= '
ance for Prop;ress expresses his:i on_cern about

Alllsnce for" Progress. Without a’ mystique of its'“
- own; the Alhance is too remot

00ks! recently puhlished-a-'-about Latin
Ame_rllcl ‘arefar more alarming!than/Gordon’s;

\ but’ alarmmg in a dtfferent sense"*'Amongst those. -

-.--The New York

\ a.bly ev ewed by Tad 'S"' ule'l-

& author approaches his subject w1th a:
ra.ther eimple formula in- mind: the right==to: he
identmed ‘as’ the' reacnonanes-—and the left, to
be lc'lentified as thie ‘progressi :

! / these durmg the first pha
~of our natlonal hlstory -'-(as it:no doubt'would also
he 1r1 the Uruted' States), this forrnula alIows him
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gentina since our independence. A_il sides were,
in his words, “out to milk the poor.”

~ Little does it seem to matter to the author
that some of our, presidents did not have enough
money to buy their formal clothes and were
obliged to borrow them. Or :thatoligarch Manuel

Belgrano-~creator of our flag--on his deathbed

had to pay his Scottish doctor with the only pos=
session he had left--his watch--because what-=
ever money he had received he had donated for
the creation of schools.

. Our most respectéd and honored patriots like
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento.(a good friend of
the United States by the way), who established

compulsory primary, education by the 1870’s,.

thus ridding Argentina of the problem of illit=

eracy that far back--appears. in this book as a .

man lacking moral principles and a coward to
boot. We learn that he fled the countryin terror
during the yellow fever epidemic. It might help
the author to clarify the reasons that might have
led him to leave if he considered other facts:

that from boyhood Sarmiento fought tyranny, .

that as a youth he kicked his way out of jail when
he was about to be executed, thathe worked as-a
miner in Chile, that he often caned people like
the author. of this book in public, that he returned
to Argentina to join.the military forces fighting

the dictator Rosas, and a hundred,other feats. of .
endurance, bravery,andtalent, including author-

ship of Facundo, aclassic of Hispanic literature,

plus a life so rich in.overwhelming excellence

. that it has served as the inspiration for many of

our countrymen in much the same way as Frank-=

the,

- to them all, -

e
lin’s has for Americans. For people:with their ;
little formula'derived from Marxism, we ima~

gine, * Without ‘reading Mark, «wealso-imagire,

none’of:this counts, | ' thinidid

It reminds me '6_f;- f__an.-_Egélgsh_,.ghéifer.','.c_ritic.,

quite:famous by theway,;who disparaged Shake~

speare’s Midsummer

d’ays'L i 'I-:-‘.E e Tadte £t I “I"_:' Rt SR

Gerassi’s book has one thesis, which it is out
to -prove and which.1 shall summarize for your

benefit. Latin America is one long story of cor~

ruption. The Abrahams and Davids of our his=
tory are.little better than criminals. Reyolution
is inevitable. The only ones.who.can bring about

ommunists;themselves.. ..

. Ergo--gince we do not want, the.communists

s per

(on what grounds, the author doesn’t make atall

. . clear): we must be ready.to.support the national
Marxists, They:will.in the end be the non-ene=.
mies of the United States, Friends? Yes, insofar’

as . this . means friendship with China and Russia
as well. N R e

~This;he holds, is true independence for Latin
a==its. only . indepe

TEE- ARy

o B ougy TR anliinetiy

i e ol o TH 3 e i it T e e e ———

X Night's Dream because it
portrayed; nothing of the class struggle of those .

r

this revolution are the Marxist nationalists or

‘vpossible . formof indepenr .
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The fact that :the Castro revolution in Cuba
started very much like this shouldworry noone.

Surely we sympathize with the concern for
redressing the wrongs that Marxists point-out,
It could not be otherwise for any: progressive
person. But our’ way’ of -going about’ it is not
necessarily the same. Our philosophy is dif=
ferent. :

Spir‘itually as well as--3phy'sica'11y, nature .ab-
hors a vacuum, o = :

Societies will not tolerate a state of spiritual
yacuum, ' 2 '

Once we have set aside our history, once all. -

religious feeling has been eliminated, other
forms of worship take its place. ;

Take away the image of the Saints, and you

will get the image of Lenin in no time.

Communism overruns any country that does
not have its own mystique.

Maybe Castro did-not start as'a communist,
but having no mystique‘of'his ownto offer it was
inevitable that he adopt the communist faith,

Let this also be a warning of the peril of

playing with fire. The type of revolution based
on a Marxist ideology that the left-wing social~-
ists dream of for Latin America is fire. It be=

longs to the Marxist faith.

Is it true that these revolutionaries are. of=

. The question is, what is actually needed for
| this:IDEA to work? Théi‘.IBEﬂ'Wili’sfivoi‘élé"'ai'sfgjédtm
: as’it:hasthefullapintual -and 'moral:suppor t-of . ;

e e — e T ——

fering the only alternative to communism? Should
this be .considered an alternative? I personally.
do not,believe so. The step’between nationaland:
international Marxism, is' far, oo' short for: the: .-
of e people ‘capable 'of taking these: .,

Latin. -

o “'_'I'?h','i_t,l._,l:'l_'iefr'e.ai-a',’_ﬁr_briés to redress in L
d ur=

America, some of them really severe
gent, nobody can deny R

‘That the redressirig ‘6f these evils will take

meant to work,

" Anid who are the people who can proyide this

‘'spiritual support without whichreform is doomed -

' “The ‘answer is obyious: they.are the cultural
leadet of:the countries inyolved. Latin America "
s undetdeveloped-economically and socially but -
under developed culturally. "

Latin America is not
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erican countries have a lot
o Al.1nm of creative achlevement.
tists, composers, ‘writers,
1 be found in Latin America,
Latin Americans are justly

In fact,
to offer in the rea
Some of the best ar
and 1nte11ectuals can
This is something

proud of.
These men are the new mer. .

the Museum of Modetrn

di ‘have taken part in this
the realm of. art,

As the Director of
Art of Buenos Aires,
struggle to foster the new in
and we have won.

hrough the barriers

eak t
It is not easy to.br but. it can be done.l

of the old in any sphere,

The principa

t in Argent
a.m eghristiang uutlook and ph:.losophy of values,

1 know and. have worked w"lth some of tll:ese
leaders. A -mural painting rnovement hasb;iin
started in some of theunions, ina;leiii:;e ;glrituagl

to the people and to unite
' gg?:gih of 'chcl.:l cultural forces to that of the

workers' movement.:

en, with a rogressive outlook that is
not Nh?ifr:rdnst,’are not l:he exclusive patrimo:;g oﬁ
' Argentina. For example,'not long ago I :reia. eE;
article in a Colombian ‘magazine that cio:?1 tg
coincided with thlS trend that I have trie

bring to your attenticm.

To find these men. to encourage and suppgrt:

1 leaders of the workers ‘move- \ true yearnings of our people. .

ina are not Marxists, They have

them: should in my opinion be the true concern. .
of those in charge of the Alhance for Progress

A new’ mystique is hegmmng to ppear in.-..‘.'
Latin ‘American . countries. The:8ources are to.
be found,as ‘is quitelogical, ‘in’the. world of

~art and culture. ‘Creativeartists: and thinkers
in Uruguay,; Chile, Brazil, or Mexicohold: inoe
their: ha‘ndﬂlthe keys:to/this-new: perceptxon thlEI
c

Thia does not' mean ust: a- little c11que of in .
. tellectuals:divorced from: socialreality It means:| -
much more than that

rations’ of ‘the 'great’ bulkof the' populatmn, the i+

Artists and thinkers are the natural spokes-
men ‘of :the people. Cultural movements.can:never: '

: pretend to abolish hlstory, national or: universal

Cu}.ture is a growmg plant. It springs from
the ‘ground and like trees:gives fruit by suck.mg
stFength from: ‘the earth; Communica.tion hetween.
the’culturally creative men. and the people isa;
natural communicatmn. s ga Bl

The new men: 1 am talking about are not di.f----:
ficult t : .ecognize. VeRe g 5 :

They do not apeak in terms of right and Ieft.
They ‘speak in:terms :of the old=-which must go-=
and’the new, ‘which: has ‘to be: brought:forth,: __.';

aﬁmeﬁti’tSally’.-?i;epfes,ent-ing;the; aspi-.-’-- p
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They do not equate the United States and the
totalitarian states in their concept of friendship.
They realize that the United States is a free
community and that communist countries are not.

And they see this distinction as a very im='
portant one. : y

Whether this means trading with communist
powers I cannot say. It would be good to look at
the policy- of the United States in this sphere to
find an answer=-I believe it trades with them.

New men do not necessarily speak of goingto
the masses. They:prefer to talk about .people

instead of masses. Théy donotbelieve the people .
should be considered as a mass, without formor ..

conscience, beye

And there. is no need:to go to a group if you
belong to it. New menbelongtothe people. Those

who make the distinctionbetween themselves and

the people are not new men. -

New men don’t have: _-ieady ._:fon,miilas_.t,ci an—
swer all questions belonging to past, present, Or -
future, They believe new problems require new

solutions, and that problems must be studied
before any answer can be given. They realize
that institutions with all their shortcomingshave
a reason to be, or else they wouldn’t.exist. But
they also realize that institutions are meaning=
less without the vital force that-living men must

give them, That each generation must therefore:

give new life to the spirit of those institutions,
that this struggle for'awareness must start with-

in each'man’s inner self, The first Eo:‘;qﬁést and

victory the new man is concerned with is that of

his own self. Since history exists, nations‘exist -
as nations, with their own traditions tobe re~iiii

specl_:_;ja_gj _I'all'i:_c!l_;made vital, not in order to dwell in
the past but to use them as the first step ini'a
ladder,, that must be climbed toward the'future.

e

Respecting tradition’ teans” Beiista BT
: R ins * being~always -
ready to change. The people who make.traditij:)n

- thse that bring about'change S R

- But ‘change must not be change for

B : its own .

.

It must spring from a wise vision of what

- men are about, where they wanttogo, and where

they have come from. - /

-The new ‘men put their trust in demoératic

" rule a¥ the expression of the will of the majority

of the people but they respect the rights of those
‘Who'-happen to think di_fferehtly'(aﬁdgthey a(t:trlzc::;
t_-hg idea that democracy can be other than par=- |
,lia_mentary_in its form)., The new man suscribes
to the Christian idea of charity as the highest

- human attitude in our dealings with fellow men.

That is, charity understood as love.

- To bring all this to a f-inallsynthésis I-will

~ say that the new manbelieves that only by having

a creative -attitude can we hope to achieve our

own pa: : :
racé;pa;jticulgr destiny and that of our human

T}}?qg__ ;}nd no others arethemenwhowill v
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lead Latin America to accomplish her own des-
tiny. o

The Marxist alternative. might wellcarry out
a reyolution, as in Cuba,’ but it would never be.
our own, and it would bring all the frustration

that incompanbzlity implies.

I put my falth in the L0r1ginal1ty of t‘ne Latin
American community.

An cddress dehvered at’ the

Gugganhelm Museum on “Februar:

2,1964




+In:a farncous lecture: Paul Klee. delivered at

' the turn of the f1rst quarter of thls century, at

_ can expresswn dlffer;from otﬁer rarustic mani="
festations arising in other parts of the world

so in a country Iike America that -for historlcal

.knOWn as the Amencan c1tlzen‘ '
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Not too long ago, startling conclusions about
racial superiority were reached by ideologies
that have happily met their doom. But even now
some of the less brutal aspects of this physical
and metaphysical error -still exist. Latin Ameri-

ca has certainly been one of the areas more

greatly damaged by false _prejudices ‘of this

nature throughout its history. Shortly after the.

~discovery of the New World had taken place
theologians in Europe were arguing whether the

native Indian had a soul, In other words, whether

he was a human bemg. ‘And although the discus-
sion in the end was favorable to the conclusion
that indeed he was a human being, the stigma
that the question posed then has, to our horror
left a mark to this day.

Let us start with a br1ef recapitulatmn of the
historical factors that account culturally for this
large area of the American coritinent known to=

_day as Latin Amenca, whlch starts geograph—
ically at the northern border of Mexicoandruns
right down to the Antarctic Pole, a land that,
however barren, is very much in diSpute these
‘days, Although minor cultural areas could be
found spreading from different centers at the

time of the arrival of the Spamards at the end

of the fifteenth century, h1story is agreed that
the two most important seats of culture were

that of the Aztecs and the Mayas, centered in.

the countries which today we call Mexico, Gua-
temala, and Honduras, and the Inca Empire,
which extended on the Pacific Coast from Peru
north into present-day Ecuador and south through
Bolivia and part of Chile and into the Argentine

Republic, Here our differences start: ms-a-w.s
‘North /American civilization. While:the Pilgrim_
fathers. and. their. successors ‘met . .only. simple-
agricultural trlbes, lackmg any. icmcl of advanced
_culture, sthe:Spaniards; on:the, otherfh‘and found.
at:least:these two.areas of rather hxghcultural
developmem: If to this: we:addithe factthatiwhile,
‘the :Anglo~Saxon; wageda war: of expulsxon against.
the, Indian;tribes:he e countered,f the Spaniard.
and the: Portuguese on'the other: hand ‘married
andintermingled ‘with: the native populat:on, ‘we
ralready: have starting'points;so, obyiously. diverse
that the esults could ibe ‘the::

“importance;to_our Pl
“the, meas

SOCiOlOgiBt, the ethﬂolﬂglst a]]d th ar e glst

found. it. mcreasmgly necessary_to_take it
onsideratmn. If-it.is: true that. the Spanish
COIquJl adors*trled tolerase:all fo' ms.of: natiye
!Indian:cu .and: supenmpose their: own; itis ,
: > .that.the stubborness. with:which, the
.natives: of the. 5011-'-h£_1ve pLESEry -'s_ome of then:
ch{:lractenstlcs make ] it now 1mp0351ble to. 1gnore
their influence any longer, The :pt'unt Tam malcmg
can:, be. 111ustrated certamly n: mpr_e.-tha
example m: A

-of: food -and, domesuc ammals should- be:cited.
The potato, rexample 'o__ gir _llydome ca ed
‘in;the - “Andean; h1gh1ands, which“;.today‘"xs 'ne of
:the: basic food products consum" /
the whole economy .of . countrl

pracncally dependent upan, it The natiye tu':'key,d'"i

- “Basic ‘économic legacies in terms,

Pl vt 2 (P F AL PR P TR S
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which has given a name to a European nation,
There is also the tomato, and even one of the
more elegant vices, today undergoing heavy at-
tacks--tobacco smoking; all these are but a few
instances of what these cultures passed on to
Western civilization, The vocabularies of the
Spanish and Portuguese tongues were enriched
with Aztec, Carib, Quechua, and Guaraniterms,

All this there was, without counting what we
owe to the direct contact between conquerors and
native Indian populations, which in some cases
certainly must have colored the importedforms
with very different tonalities from those of their'’
original models.'”) Inter~marriage between the
European and the Indian had both'anobverseand-
a reverse side, as we gather from'Garcilaso de
la Vega, the Peruvianhistorian who diedthe same
year as Cervantées and whorecounts thefollowing
anecdote in his Royal Commentaries, It appears
that a marriage had been:arranged between one
of the Spanish captains and an Inca princess. As
a civilian the Spaniard‘had been‘a barber (Sira
Camayo), a profession not highly regarded among
“the Incas (who liked their hair long), so that when
during the ceremony the princess was asked
whether she would take the captain as her lawful
wedded husband, she answered in‘the Quechua
language: “Ichach munani, ichach mana munani,”
which means: “maybe I do, maybe I don’t.” This
very simple anecdote is perhaps an eloquent
illustration of the whole" dttitude that underlay
complete acceptance 'ornon-acceptance of Euro=
pean civilization by the already existing hier-
archy of value, Maybe I do, maybe I don’t. And

|

' this "mgybe I do, maybe I don’t” is: probably a
key to the understandingof the attitudes that per- .. -
meate’ the' whole of| Latin American culture today,; .

~~the: autocthonous ‘and'the 'E

*.population, . .-
.7 Throughout the following cer
{ these. the ‘most importa

-were; the Italian ‘groups:
5 and..-fﬁ‘rge_nti"ﬁa, iy s

~one; another., That from the jurigles ¢

T |

i

This quéstion: creeps into the!

sensuality of an African goddess, To complete
the racial picture;it shou [dbe recalled that, after
the defense. that Father ‘Las Casas made,of the
native Indian against the. major-forms. of exploi- .
tation:by: the Spanish lords, .Negro slaves were .
Amported  from. Africa, in'great numbers, espe~ .
cially by, the Portugueselinto Brazil, and that this .

-final; racial ‘element:would be. incorpq

S newwayes
stly European, 'Of.
in’the:last century .
“that ‘settled in ‘Brazil

of “immigration- arrived,

~ With:this brief glance backward we may now -
start.to..wonder: about the:whys.and-the hows of
the: attitudes. that. define . the! Latin ‘American ..
approach. to: life: and.its expression. through. the
arts::Unless, we bear in,mindithé simple factors
I have sketched, it,will be impossible to under= .
stand the manifestations .of our spirit. It is true .

that Latin American countries differ widely from. .

e T aer DRI

[z e sy oo

et estlon: creeps. intd thel;baroque ar- ..
 Chitecture: that the Spaniards. imported during., -
 colonial times ") ~-angel imagery.that suddenly .
~has:;the - hieratic attitude: of a.corn.god or the ,

—————
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the Mayan monuments of Chichén-Itz4 and Uxmal
to those depicted by José Eustasio Rivera inthe
Colombian scenario of La Vorédgine, to the tropi-
cal atmosphere that permeates Brazil down tothe
pampas of Uruguay and Argentina or the beauti-
ful fjords of Chile, many are'the ‘accents that
can be detected and ‘taken into consideration.

But apart from language--Spanish is common
to all these countries with the exception of Bra=

zil, which speaks Portuguese--there is a com=-"
mon reality "shared by the Latin American man-

that gives him an identifiable personality, origi-
nal and distinct from' those of other sectors of

mankind, Some of these characteristics I'shall
investigate in an attempt ‘to.discover whatever - -
basi¢ qualities define:a Latin temperament and -
philosophy of life as compared with those inthe" -
United States; needless to say these will be:
broad generalizations and exceptions canalways -

be found, but even so I believe they will prove

useful for understanding the more f1mshed pro-

duct of Latin Amerzcan culture.

The influence of rehgwn cannot be ‘under-
estimated., The conquistadors introduced Ca-
tholicism as they understood'it, a pattern quite

different from the Protestant tradltlons thatun=-.

derlie many of the basic -attitudes of North
Americans. This Catholicismi'of the Spaniards
was of a special brand, since their country had
been occupied by the Moors for almost -eight
centuries and it is difficult to believe that some
of the beliefs andcustoms belongmgto that proud

race had not found their way intothe Spanish way -

. of life. Many were the conqmst&dors who had

b,

thexr seraghoe, in. the: best Meoristi”traditmn

Dommgo ‘Martinez:de Irala, as typical Spani
figure who' ruled.what.is; today, Paraguay.an
part .of - Argentina, hada, dozen Inclian wives;

L i!_i'-_ T i T el bt

: It is perhaps vahd to say that North Arnencan W '

civﬂlzatmn ‘isZ primarily; ‘oriented;itoward:thi

_ attamment Jofitruthi-as:its- higheet -aspiration;:
Truth: as‘an abstract concept:belongs: pnmarlly
‘to the realm of reason, {The; purestform of truth:-

in~this :sense-belongs:to:the exact: scwnces and .
\ also‘to:their a.pphca.tmn in the field of: technology.
'Truth:becomes-human:in:the sense:that itiis: the:.:
patrlmony of the human mind to investigate. truth:
and ‘to: apply it in-the: practicalrealm;In: Ameri=

" canf everydey life, truthtranslatesitself into'sin=
cerlty ‘ds. the” ‘supremnie virtue:in'social'‘commu=

TEAY tremendous ‘value 'ist “placed upon::

ligiousibelief in the truth: ‘Government-will take -

¥ the'form-ofia rationally'worked out: system;that:
1in ‘order ‘to'ifunction: w111 need:the: ratlonal sup-
port of 1ts cmzens i3 F T

- As av good startlng pomt for understandmg a

.....

' primorchal difference -between*the' Statesiiand
LatinzAmerica I would say that the Latin Ameri-

1-"'Let st now turn to basm attitudes And’? let 1
. us‘use’contrast:ias:a: means for«iemphasizing
! these’-‘attttudes.-’-- g e :

he' truth over and: ‘above. any ‘other’con~
'sidera.tmn. The'-doctor: w111=-te11 the'patient.ex=::
actly what‘isiwrong with him:as ‘partiof this re=:.
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can philosophy of values does not concern itself
primarily with truth as its goal in the manner
I have just described. Latin American culture
has as its main objective the preservation and
expansion of life, which is a much broader and
also a very contradictory concept., Life on the

- biological level is intimately connected with the
cycles of nature. Woman is the living exemple
of this assertion. All philosophies that are pri-
marily vitalistic arealso primarily static; static
in the sense that they are bound to the cyclical
concept of reality. The Aztecs and the Incas and
the Mayas were greatly concerned with astrono-
my.® It would perhaps be more exact to say
with astrology, inasmuch as.they viewed the
stars and the heavens as the sanctuary thatheld
the key to recurrent human events, They had
calculated the years with great precision and
their festivities, intimately bound with planting
the seed and raising the crop, partooktoa great
extent of this cosmic concept of life.

Whereas the search for truth is dynamicand
might be drawn symbolically with a straight line
clearly defining the past, the present and the
future, the preservation of life is cyclical and
could well be symbolized by a circle, where
natural events repeat themselves encircling man
and concentrating him instead of projecting him
toward the outer world, The existence of man-
dalas, taking the form of calendar stones, re-
vealed by Aztec and Quechua art, can help us
very much to understand the static condition of
both these cultures, .
A perceptive study by the Argentine sociolo~

\

T %
¢

e

gmt Rodolfo Kusch (5) essays a semantic 'mter-
pretation of Quechua .culture.: He- dlstmguishes :

the dynamic Western attitude syrnbohzed in the
word ser, “to. be,” which is:derived, from the

Latin esse and:means:to- be-in essence, aetwel}r
and dynemmally, from:the attitude embodied in -
estar,:.also translated as: “to be,” Wthh stems
from.the Latin_ stere -and denotes. bemg interms -

of location,. state, or’ c0nd1t10n. Tobe,inthe first -

sense,- which has reyerted under: Heidegger s

influence to- its classical meaning-implying the. -

quality - of -aspiration’ toward ;perfection, is a
word found “only “in; ‘Western+ philosophy.: The

Quechua'’s- attitude,’ wh1ch .stresses! the: myetiC"
importance of fasting, ‘makes:man;withdraw into".
himself.: The -awsome: feelmg :that. he:is-at-the .

mercy of the world’s:cosmic fo:;ces leaves no

. other road but contemplatlon anddts eoneequen-

ces: inaction, quiescence, a state of mere exis=
tencey the essence ‘of‘estar.’ ‘The :Quecha solu~-

tion is ‘an internal one.: ‘He'can only:adapt to the

Western solution disassociates:the subjeet from
hlmse].f and loses the self in ecucm. St A0

1

In this attltude can! 'be read the wlmle dlffe-

_ _environment by modifying himself; whereas the -

rence that underhes -the:. epproaches to human'.

- destiny' that" Latins -and North Americans have.

The “American, who. is w1tho_ut a“doubt the ulti-:
mate representative’ of Weetern ‘culture in its”
firial® consequences;‘believes in: modlfying his '
env1r0nment through actmn. He believe 3 An sur=>

Latin,

will try to overcome passively by llvingl_with it,

The

toward an empathy w1th nature Even illnese ‘hes
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by coming to terms with it, or, at the most, by
using those herbs that spring from nature‘itself
to counteract its malevolent influences. Destiny
will not be something to be laid hold of so that
it can take on any shape or form that the human
will decides. It will be something already there,
existing before man came into the picture and
to which man will try to adapt himself. Such is
the only way that man can achieve his destiny.
It is no exaggeration to say that this approach
is much nearer to what has been defined as the
mystical approach to human existence. One of
devoiding the self of all exterior trappings till
the new self is ready to adapt to powers that lie
beyond it, either through acquiescence or through
rejecting those powers but never by acting as if
those powers wouldbe forced to become different
through the exercise of the human will,

As you can see, we have entered a field

wherein can be perceived twobasically different
approaches to the mystery of life, It would per-
haps clarify matters to say the American is the
more Occidental approach and the Latin is much
nearer the Oriental one, if we take into consi-
deration the philosophy preached by Buddhism,
by Hinduism and by Taoism, all of which coin-
cide in -viewing this.essential passivity as a
means of achieving wisdom. I am defining. ex~
treme positions in order to clarify these ideas.
As 1 said at the beginning they are generaliza-
tions and as such all kinds of exceptions can be
made to them, but basically I believe they re~
main valid descriptions of two different cultural
inheritances and two . different cultural ap-
proaches. % e I -

138"

; A0 I i SO (e

“The versions of Christianity:north and south:
~of 'the Rio Grande have been:'adapted to’these
i-'ha‘_'sit:: ‘témperaments, On the‘one:hand, Protes-:
-tantism stresses the" rolé played by the indiyi~
* dual, “shoving the wholelweight of ‘te sponsibility’
-on‘the 'individual soul''and“thus producing ithis:
‘almoststragic:fipure thatthe ‘American appears
to'me;“torn: by: ‘the problems ‘of conscience and:
‘carryingthem: with 'a"strainand ‘a‘dignity that:
_translate themselves'“only- too “often'“into’’ the:
‘apparently “less ‘digrified forms'iof ‘all'kinds: of-

. psychological tortures:and:physiological distur=:

~ ‘bances:"The Latin, on’the]other:hand; usingthe:
-kind of Catholicism meant for-local consuniption;’
shifts: allresponsibility ‘to" the.cosmic/ mother,
~* «the’ Church; which in”his Belief has taken'the
:place’ of“the'-Pacha:‘Mama(Mother/ Earth); and:
. “continues to'live  his:lifeiin‘an attitude untroubled.
~ ‘by*'considerations’ of-past sins;:these become.
| part'of‘lifé itself, and bother him: very:littleas:
problems-of the individual-‘man, (6): Falral ity
1. P E S b e f i
- v :Naturally, “attitudes. such*as ‘these are:re=
v 'flected  in" the “world “of 'aésthetic; expression;.
~-Form becomes a’primordial considerationtothe:

- ‘Latin- insofar ‘as form is-one 'of nature’s exqui=

site manifeatations; ?): This ided of form:mani-
‘fests:‘itself in ‘ritual'and’humarn relations; The

- isearch'for:trith’dispénses with‘the considera="

‘tion ‘of *yital formi.“The'scientist or the techrio="
“logist:cani afford:to ‘eat’a’hamburger;in‘his:
~‘motorcar: and ‘go  ‘onwith ‘his‘job regardless:of
" :allelsel” The man whothas ‘madethe préserva=-
- - tion ‘of-life" his:goal“cannot: dispense with-any:
partiof "it'to' reach his'destiny, Food:and man~

1.5 © mers:will be of primordial importance to his life,
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Art as an expression of life willalso be sub-
mitted to formal considerations, Life follows
patterns. The cosmic forces have cycles. Even
animals of the lower species will be seen to
respect these forms inthe wooing of their mates.
The bee is a good examplé, This openness to the
- forms of nature will necessarily translate itself
into an art that is respectful of form, I am not
necessarily saying that this art'shall follow spe=
cific patterns, Forms in nature vary from the
mineral and geological world of the geometric
to the freer echelons of natural life, But what-
ever the stage of the manifestation, there-v:rill
always be a form to be respected, one emerging

from life itself.

In the social world this is translated intothe.
observation that Count Herman Keyserling ®
aptly pointed out when he spoke of Latin delica-
deza, which means delicacy in manners. Cer=
tain actions will be considered offensive when
they do not respect this essential form. And, on
the other hand, people can get away with murder
as long as they are ready to be well bred about
it. And this is more than a metaphor, as anyone

reading Keyserling may find out.

This concern withform has been greatly mis=

understood by the critics of Latin Americanart.’

The acceptance of foreign patterns has usually
been more a matter of politeness than of inner
conviction. I would like to recall the Quechua
reaction: “Maybe I do, maybe I don’t.” Latin re=
spect for imported traits and models has been

more on the surfacethan internal, and this state=-

ment embraces the totality of Western cultural
.

.rent from what it means for a:European or an

forms: of the. sun and the.moon. ‘Sensitive:souls.

i :tions. :is.rD.i-=H."-:-I-_f;a"'wreﬁ'éé-'.s::'-I-‘-he-;-.E-luihed:"Sérﬁent.

The problem becomes even more complicated
when: we'acknowledge'the fact-of the tremendous
.influence‘andimpact of'the European himself in

. man.not far removed from the ‘European immi=
. .grant, the underlying matrix of Indian culture of
. which I'speak is not'one'thatismecessarily; per-

jungle‘or the partridges in'the expansesof a.
wild ‘and ‘vast pampa, wlose forms blend with
their ' surroundings,+ the. Latin: iAmerican has
shown real:genius in blending himself into those
. pattérns’ which were: originally.:superimposed-
i upon “him' without consultation:: Although' redun-
v dant, I'will repeat that the final cultural product
L. . ofithe-Latin American'spirit does'have a deci="
{.° . sivé ingredient that derives from:Europeantra-
... - ditionj’and no man-of culture in ourmilieu would
. -either deny‘this:or resent'it or déecry it.-We:are:
_-proud:to:feel that'this‘inheritance: belongs tous,
- But: the’ iniportant:‘point ‘is that; to'a far larger:
extent than' with the European' tradition in .the

WEL SRR s KR O U 1D
.ivalues.: No_thorough investigation has yet been

_ made of exactly:what Christianity, for:example, .

. . means: in Latin.America. I;personally have:the
..conviction that it-means something quite diffe~ -

~American. A symbol. of; this,may well be' ft}an";l
Ain’the meditations of the:poet FernandoDemarfa.
{0 whilecontemplating; somewherein the:Andes, -

|/ | . ,a‘cross:that bears:on!either:side the engraved -

+haye perceived:the conflict I refer to; oneof the .
:classics ofiinsightinto the Latin’s religious emo=..

-our picture; Logically, for the immigrant or the .

. ceived atfirst'sight. Like the reptiles-in;the:
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United States, our inheritance has been enriched
and modified by the indigenous patterns, andto-
day we affirm our roots with undaunted elo-
quence. An artistic parallel of what I am trying
to say might be that of the distinction between
a work of art by Roy Lichtenstein and a comic
strip. It is only too obvious -and  too wrong to
mistake one for the other. The external charac-
teristics are the samey OT apparently the same,
but the significance of one is completely diffe-
rent from that of the other. Perhaps this i8 why
1 personally feel so:very attracted to the work
of Lichtenstein, tothe images he employs toex-
press his' personality. In fact, -what he is doing
shows an attitude that is very Latin indeed.

My formulation will explain‘ and, I hope, help
to destroy the myth that Latin American art is
derivative, ' '

When derivativeness is.used in the pejora-
tive sense it means art that is imitative, that
lacks original insight, and that repedts with
servility the imagery and the style of another
culture. It would be highly unfair to restrict the
sources of inspiration of the Latin artistto those
of his pre-Columbian past. Againwe must recall
the racial elements that came into play within
our milieu, particularly those of European ori~
gin, and surely this-gives us the title of rightful
heirs of European culture as well, Besides, for
a long time the peculiar sifuation. of the con~
queror and the vanquished gave-to our societies
a kind of inferiority complex regarding the use

of the more native idioms of pre-Columbian art,

The artist feltthat if he wanted to belong to the

\

| dominant stratum of society he would be ‘most’ '
g successful if his art. c'_oulgl;§_be'-_i‘§l§eﬁti£i'e'diwliqh_'_t'-hagj i

" managed, to hide the less European traits of his- -

subrle eye'ls re-

at a

‘artist!s. message, it.is,no,
have.grown, in.self-assurar

theLatinspJ,rit haIS become, a fiC
‘ever, more manifest. ;. ., .,

" The. question may be, raised how does one:
detect the difference between forms that are s0

' intimately..related .to .the, Eurgpeany and those
' to. the.Latin imagination? How does *
-one_ distinguish Detwe _Lichtenstein’and a
' coric strip? The answer, must be in terms of
the spirit.. In other words, to penetrate into the gy
hat must recognize

. words too vague to be ined. We
| speak of the spirit as a;domain wherein lies the
_‘possibility - of Communication between all cul-
ures. : ues that transcend the proyin=
yme . universal, and which
eve that thispossibility”
(0L BPLEAS ranscenden “lies in theintensity = =’
with-which we dre;willing to SUPpOrt U feelings
‘and ideas. This capacity; to ‘geek truth with in=
tensity or to pr eserve:life with 'inti?-n_éi't':y'--‘i'siwhat ke

' of Eirope,:and therefo e by painful’ dégreeshe <
. axt, That. does not mean that, those traits are
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ultimately allows the meeting ground to be in-
tensity itself. Borrowing from the philosopher
Berdiaeff I would like to depict this peculiar new
form of existence in a symbol in ghich the
straight line of mathematical time touches the
circumference of the circle of cyclical time at
a single point, thus symbolizing this new time
that is challenging man to become the new man.
It is this capacity for authenticity that ultimately
defines the new man, in whom the antagonisms
are finally overcome andthe contradictions come
to an end. It would be wrongtobelieve that Latin
American cultural values are necessarily the
same or necessarily harmonious with those that
the American culture of the North has reached.
" I believe it would be better to consider them
different and in some cases even antagonistic.,
I do not believe that the man trueto Latin spirit
and tradition can help feeling a state of spiritual
upheaval when he comes into contact with the
essential values of this northern civilization,
But I do think that the greatest contribution that
we Latins can make to this civilization is to
bring you our disagreements with it, our dif-
ferences with it, and our conflicting viewpoints,
We come to clash, if clash we must,because we
believe that in this clash lies the secret to the
glowing richness and strength of the human
spirit., It is precisely:the intensity with which
we each live our own beliefs that will make us
meet in the existential time. of our human tem=
poes. The new man of which I speak is not the
patrimony of one culture or the other. He is the
patrimony of all who have the courage to be what
they are and proclaim, like Pistol in Shake-
speare’s Henry IV, “I am what I am.” In fact,

never d1d run smooth Lwe: w111 meet m the New

we cannot afford smcerely to. be our selves while -
continuing tobeaswe; were yesterdaj, when today
is offering us new -possibilities:of being.: ‘Both-
North Americans and Latins have losttheir isos
lated state of innocence. Non—commumca.tion is
ceasing to be an excuse. H1story obllges us'to.*
" see’ each other as we'are. ‘If"we’ “discard one

another 'through  prejudice or ‘igriorance; this

' great revolution that-the ‘marriage of two- ‘cul=
tures implies” will be Tost. It will“dwindle“into

. formulas of po]iteness or 1mpoliteness, leaving

‘nothing behind. We' L.atins do'not want’ ‘artificial
insemination, " “We are ‘out to" have ‘atreal love
affair, 1 believe’that'throught love, whose course -

t Notes : _'____-11‘."._ N

I For u care_ful enumeranon oj' l.he prc Co!umbwn iegacy in
- “terms of ecmmmy, !anguage, eu: ,' see Pedra Henr;quez
Uréfa, Las, Cornentes Lzlemnns en !a Amcrmn H:spﬁmca— _
B:bhozecn Amerwana L'Fondo de Cuf#nm Econamca “Me-
" zico Cuy, and II:smr:a-de la Culturn ert "1a Aniérica’ Hlspff-
mca = Ca!ecc:ﬁn Papnlnr = f'onda ‘de* Culiura Ecunamwa -
Mexl.ca ‘City, by !he same author (j':rsz ‘edition’ '1947).

o L'xnmpies of the :mpuc: -of zke New World and its inhabit-
ants on the Europeans can be traced from the very first let-

. ters of Christopher Columbus and the instances narrated by
. the ﬁ.rsr. chroniclers of the Canqm..s:, especially Bernal

. Dfaz del’ Castillo: Nueva’ Historia dela- Conqu:sm de’ Nue-’

' va_Espaiia. (There are several ’aniuh Lmns!ncmns) This-
mﬂuence can bc symbat;cal!y )"a!lawcd ar. its bess in zhe'
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relationship between Cortes, the conqueror of Mexico, and
DoRia Marina, the Indian princess -wha became his mistress
and helped him to achieve his epic deed.

Redescubrimiento de América en el Arte. Angel Guido.

. For a readable introduction to pre—Columbian culture see:

The Ancient Kingdoms of the Sun M:;tec-—Mnyd.—fuca), Vie-

tor Wolfgang Von Hagen — Thames & Hudsan — 1962. For '

Aztec and Maya interpretations of their art: Arle Antiguo de
México — Paul Westheim — Fondo de Cultura Econémica —
Mexico City. First edition 1950. Also The Sculpture of An-
cient Mexico, by Westheim, a bilingual paperback published
by Doubleday and Company, New York, 1963.

América Profunda — Rodolfo Kusch et Hi;_l::ht"i!.le — Buenos
Aires — 1962. An English translation: “When'To Be Is Not

To Be: A Semantic Approach to Quechua Culture.”  Amé-

ricas. Vol. 15. No. 10. October 1963. '

For an interpretation of Latin culture as identified with the
Earth Goddess see: *Latin America and the Atlantic Cul-
ture.® Eduardo Squirru. Américas. Vol. 15. No. 11. No-
vember 1963. ;

Interesting reflections of the significance of form in Latin
culture can be found in Confines de Occidente - Bernaldo
Canal Feijoo - Raigal - Buenos Aires. 1954,

South Americén Meditations, by Count Hermann Keyserling.
Originally written in Enghsh.

Viaje Americano = Fernando . Demurm - Eduiaues del Hom-

bre Nuevo - Buenos Aires.

: An udclress dellvared at’ the Th|rd Annuul .1

Y e Maetmg oi A Ceniaf for
Human Understundmg on Alprll B_, 1964
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The Artist and Society

The famous alternative “ivory tower " or “en=
gagé intellectual” is to a large degree respon=
sible for the state of. affairs I have just men-

tioned. Those who speak in favor of the ivory

tower (art for art’s sake) hold the view: that the
artist must concern himself with his art, which

in itself is quite something tobe concernedwith,-
and lay aside completely and even shun the so=
cial problems that“surround him and that are .

better left in the hands-of the specialists dedi-
cated to them. The-engagé ‘artist, by contrast,
holds ‘the view that art is the product of a cer=

_ tain social reality 'to ‘which the tartist cannot
afford to remain indifferent; therefore,thecrea= .

tive man should be aware of and'involved in the
socio-political struggles taking place aroundhim
and should use his-art to make his. voice heard
in the service of the noble ideals under debate,
And this is not all; the artistandthe intellectual
must also take 4 stand-outside thé particular
sphere of his art. Through pamphlets.and mani-

festos that will give weight td%gose ideals,he is-:

to bring pressure on society;:tliereby fulfilling
the role of responsible leader expected of him.
It is my thesis that both the ivory tower attitude
and that of the engagé .intellectuals are wrong
and that the error stems from a lack of medita-
tion regarding the true nature of the creative
endeavor, ' : :

The Ivory Tower

Regarding the would-be inhabitants of thé
tower it should be recalled that the creativity

they emphasize isonly: one:aspect:of:art, The::."
- difficulty of ‘any art lies not-so much in:over= ..
oming/ thie‘technical-and formal:instruments, of v
_ &tier as™in .overcoming! the barriers.that:
separate'us'from" life,-of which:art.is’ the dis=::
illed expression, ‘An: envir onment:in‘which art= <:
sts and intellectuals are-geparated from:the-
fountains of vitalitylmay produce great artisans -

and even great artificers.It;will'hardly pro=..
duce great artists, ‘Long:is the Toster C er=
dwellers‘admired'byt

SR8 syt St b B G

demic worldjaworld
ecoming:thecongresa:

ugglers’: of the mind'»
omething equivalent to:
le RN

agician, ‘Should 'Schleg
00 religious’ when -he ‘

he, artist.to make unbearable the limits that
everyday world imposes ‘upon’ us. I myself

wdﬁlﬂ_" add that the purpose of art and thought'is
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to reveal to man his true essence, putting him
face to face with his deeper self. Art is like a
mirror and that is why every man reacts to a
work of art according .to what he-himself is.
Very often what .art reveals to man regarding
his being is something that he-would prefer not
to see, and that explains why" art. has so many
detractors.

The Engagé Intellectual -

It might appear that the answer to this pur-
ported antisceptic isolationism of the devitalized
would be found: in theattitudes. of the engagé.
For him. a sort of: noblesse:d’esprit would: de-

mand that the artist:be'the reflection of the.so-. .

cial problems that surround him, and in this
reflection would be found the solution to these

problems. The artist, .owing to.his peculiar sen=
sibility, is more aware. of. reahty-than is the rest.
of society and this obliges him to state'his opin-.

ions on the urgent political, economic, and social

problems that challenge his cornmunity Accord=

ing to the engagé intellectual, the artist’s work
must be at.the service of the solution of these
problems. He must, like a goodresponsible citi~
zen, use his talent to'solve these riddles. Not'to
do so is to betray his. respcmslbihty as a mem-
ber of the commumty :

It is true that this then is themature attitude
worthy of the intellectual? I do not think so, If
on the one hand it be true thatthé dttitude of the
ivory tower juggler appears tome to show only
a partial understanding of the real nature of the
creative endeavor, neither can I agree toreduce

\ :

legacies of any culture, whether thexr créa__ _rs
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be called Shakespeare, Cervantes, Kafka or Pis
casso, . -

If Picasso’s Guernica is a great work of art,
let us not be deceived, It is not because it por=
trays the suffering of one of the factions during
the Spanish Civil War but because through this
inspirational motif Picasso reaches into the
suffering of man over and beyond all factions.
If instead of Guernica the picture had the title
of any other battle or massacre it would still
have the same value..This does not mean that
the true artist does-not take his inspirationfrom
the circumstance that surrounds him; what it
does mean is that the artistis suchin the meas~
ure in which he transcends:this.circumstance,
in the measure, in which ‘his sentiment is deep
enough to. redeem not only. the creature: of the
circumstance that inspired him but-all men who
would sooner or later be brought into communion
with his work of art. The artist doesnot paint or
write for a sector of the community. The artist
works for all; his message is for all. His loy-
alty is to man, to man’s human condition, to
man’s dignity, to man’s freedom, precisely be-
cause it is in his freedom that his dignity and
his human condition reveal themselves most
clearly. This freedom of which I speakis some-
thing more than the freedom to do this or that,
to say this or that; it is the freedom of man to
be himself, That is why there is equivalent human
dignity in a Bottom of A Midsummer Night’s
Dream to that of a Hamlet, both sprungfrom the
same imagination, This is why Don Quixote would
be lame without Sancho Panza; this is why
Calderén saw the, King and the Beggar as equally

important in their roles,in his Great.
CHEWOFId, Tisih s, Loty bt

Prince of Denmark
chool of the Nadafls-

«creativity. has, always been
st;stubborn er all forms of tyran
ppression.‘ is,: simply, . that, the a

1low himself to-be fettered by-minor or partial
visions-of man. The conflict between the:artist
nd: the tyrant. is precisely.because. the tyrant,

mustiprescribe: standards. and set-permissible .
L o iy v AR T B S gy L f

mits«while the..artis create for .and o
the; whole ;man,.. Thus; creativity. is, 1
enunciation: of_ tyranny.:.It

hat:Nazi :Germany should-have, pexrsecuted the. .

_creative:minds; of :the. Bauhaus School.or; that

Soviet totalitarianism must:every:now andagain .

Jlaunch:its, purgés: of artists and intellectuals who
.attempt ito;make their wvoices:heard: within, that..

society; nor: will. it ever:be’/mere chance that.

' those who-attempt toimpose totalitariantegimes, .

must as a logical congequence silence the testi=

—— ey - T T e e ) R
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mony of the intellectuals. Those who accept the
hard vocation and responsibility of being poets
and intellectuals, those who have pledged them=
selves to the major revolution of the spirit must
firmly refuse the compromise of minor revolu-
tions, the distraction of partial goals. And it is
hard indeed to be accosted by all forms of ex-
tremes, by the “temptations of the:rich and the
tears of the poor,™ without conceding one inch
in this supreme mission of giving testimony of
the whole man for all men. «

The New R'evolu'tion

There is no political revolution and no form

of government that can claim’ for itself the ser=

vitude of the 1ntellectual and the work of his

creative spirit. If it’be a health}r government or
a healthy revolution it. w111 trytoputits strength
at the serviceof the creative mn’:@@l inthe measure
of the possible. And when I say in the measure
of the possible I am pointing to the fact that it

is enormously difficult for governments of men

at a single stroke to fit themselves completely

to the claims of the spirit as revealed by the .

intellectual. It is not an unhealthy skepticism
that leads intelligent governments to propose
more modest ends than the goals that the spirit
proposes, tobe reached through stages of gradual
education, since governments are not formed
necessarily by artists and intellectuals. Only
when society as a whole reaches the stage where
physmloglcal egotism is changed into spiritual

generosity could we hope to think in terms of a .

more perfect integration of the artist and the
community. In the meantime we must allow for

l;the fact that soc;.eties are healtlly not necess
-rzly because they.: reahze in full the aspn:atm

with all the freedom and integrity of thenr unusual

‘ments' is to have this humility: the h}rglemc hu-
'rnﬂltjt,r of knowing themselves to be. pa.rtlal in
heir accomplishments: and ‘of looking with re=
pect: to those sectcrs of " the: populanon--the
artists, scientists,: and: mtellectuals--that mold
the - hlghest asplratzons :

is a cha.racterlstlc that,

justified only when freedom of expression itself
under attack, when the creative spiritis muf~
dy ‘because as long as this does not occur the
rest of the criticisms and claims that the artist
feels obllged to state should be implicit. in his
'_creauve achievement, ‘Were 'this not-sohis work
‘would fall short aesthetically because it would
not-reveal him in all his completeness. A good
number of those who shift from a'vital art to an
art at the service of politics are nothing better
than artistic failures trymg to cgmouflage | their

fsuperflcml charmel - e il e e T

1 hope these thoughts will contnbute to clan-

T

f. their, intellectuals but because they allow. their
ntellectuals . to - exist, and .express themselves,, .

:personahnes ‘What we may ask then: of govern- o

and appendmg.}us naine to pol:ltmal manifestos :
e very se ondary Ican' see such activities as -

lack of talent by wmnmg renown tl1r0ugh amore
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fying the problem of the responsibility of in=
tellectuals in general and of those working inthe
New World in particular, On’our’ fertile soil we
must preserve ‘an atmosphere in which men of

imagination and creative capacity can find con=

genial lodging. I caii see no higher privilege for

a society than'that of having ‘in its ‘midst the

intellectual and the poet.

Cultural Affairs on September:

‘Address delivered at the First

~Inte r-American Mee ting o f D i-'r:éft_:.__to r s-of
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thing in this world. And we have two ears, one
for the noise of the cannon and the other for the
song of the birds. As you can see, nature is
saintly and is good to us. She wounds us, and at
the same time, she heals us; she destroys us
and she also rebuilds us.

“But I do not believe that we can deliver our=
selves up to the rare and tender melody of the
birds and forget the cannons. The cannons must
be hushed, silenced, in order that the birds may
reign, supreme, But must we also, perhaps use
the cannons to.make way for the triumph of
melody?

“Do you not think that if we appeal to the |

cannons in defense of the spirit and of melody we
shall drive off the birds forever and make their
supremacy impossible?

“Do you not agree that this cursed, eternal
turning back leads to nothing, and that life is

passing us by while we spin within the vicious

circle of hepe and despair?

“And if we were to remain silent, or to be
pacifists, neutrals, or undefiled poets--would
that not mean compromising with the intermin-
able rule of the cannon?

“And finally, is there no hope for mankind
or for its hymn of salvation? ]

“There is no good in doubt, impotence, or
endless despair..I think this is why I am so de-

oed here, under thls. cemng
tl'ns".' spiritual: dead-end streety Iwait
un that never shmes. ke
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b

that this has not been the case at this first inter-
American meeting of those responsible for en=
couraging cultural activity.

This, gentlemen, has not been merely one
more meeting of bureaucrats. As modest men
(because the human condition is modest), we
have met because of a genuine and-honest con=
cern with finding some answer to the urgent and

\
pressing demands of men of the spirit who look
to us. They want to believe in us, They want to
belieye in the supremacy of the birds, They want
to believe in statesmen, They want: to believe in
international organ:tzatmns. :

It is up to us to show them that that wish is
not in vain. That we, as well as they, are con-
scious of crisis. That if they are bleeding in the
solitude of their retreats, we bleed no leds over
our typewriters as we sit at our office desks.

We shall not answer them withexcuses, Nei-
ther shall we answer them with the lies of those
who promise a paradise on earth, which turns out
to be no more than a paradise of cows and pigs.
Because that is the price that must be paid in

order not to suffer. To be spared suffering, one
must sacrifice the quality of beinghuman. Free-

dom carries with it imperfection and struggle,
but it is also the essential expression of man and
of man’s soul, To renounce it, therefore, is

tantamount to renouncing membersmp in man-

kind.

We are modest men and modest officials,
who work in systems of government in which

\

cep __of 1ni:l1v1’élua1 responsmﬂlﬁy' Ifwe can':de-
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mand of an artist quality in his work, so can the
artist demand of us efficiency in the performance
of our administrative duties. If we were solack-
ing in responsibility that all we did was to keep
one more chair warm at public expense, then we
would deserve to be considered unworthy of our
- jobs and to be replaced by others who would be
more consment:.ous

Every country in the Americas, without ex~
ception, is in one way or another confronted by
situations whose solution can no longer be post~
poned, We, who believe in the virtues of ancient

Greece and of Oriental mysticism, are nolonger.. 3

. the only ones who offer solutions. Other highly

powerful forces challenge our philosophy of life

and conquer those who feel that they have nothing
to lose in the game, By the time the conquered
ones finally stop to think and realize the value
of what they have lost, it is too late, because
freedom, like health, is not fully cherished until
that dreadful moment when we are deprived of it,

This, then, is a double~edged message. On the
one hand, it is directed to those who look to us,
asking themselves and asking us whether within
our respective organizations we are capable of
achieving the aspirations of the people of the
Americas which are defining a new kind of hu-
manism. On the other hand, our message should
go to those who hold the most responsible posi-
tions in our governments and organizations, so
that they may be made to see where the greatest
needs lie, and so as to stir the powexrful adminis~
trative machinery within the democratic state to
fulfill our peoples’ just aspirations, now raised

g to! 1ncorporate wha.t is matfenal and submit" :
to’ f;he highest dictates of our creative w:gll, and
uite another to subject ourselves to the sadness

nd: fear that materlalism 1mposes a‘ Eth""c:on--'.-i

equ'ence of dlSOI.'del'.
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We men of culture do not view eventhe most
gross stupidity of men and peoples as something
completely alien to ourselves. We view it as a
painful and temporary interruption in thatbattle
that mankind must wage with itself. We are pained
by ignorance. But not so much by the ignorance
of those who cannot read, as by the ignorance of

' those who cannot see. We are pained that a man

is harassed, but even more than by the one har-
assed, we are pained by the one who harasses
him for he is the more ignorant of the two, We
are pained that an artist should be silenced, but
we are even more pained by the stupidity of the
tyrant who silences him, But if salvation from
stupidity requires denunciation and anathema,

* then we shall not hesitate to&lenounce and to

anathematize. But without hatred. Our enemy is
not man but stupidity.

It is this responsible, humane attitude toward
what is human and what is inhuman, toward our
condition as fallen bemgs but one capable of im=~
provement, this faith in man’s capacity to help
himself and to help others, that defines what we
have chosen to call “the American new ‘man,”

And when we say American it is not because
we believe that this new kind of spirit exists
exclusively in our hemisphere. We know that
there are new men everywhere, fighting to be
themselves, fighting to fulfill their destiny as
men, fighting to express the demands of their
spirit, even when this brings them only im=
prisonment or death. We know that death is the
highest challenge, the one that confirms our
belief in what we are--for what we are is, pre-
cisely, what we are willing to die for.

If: we say “American new: man," it is hecause
know that he also exists here in the Ameri~ :
cas, and we-are aware of his particular respon=
sibility in the countries of the New World. We
0w of marvelous civilizations that still expect”
new. ma.rvels We know of grandparents to whom-

yithey also expect’ ‘something: .of us, Thegreat -
tions of Spain,, Portugal, England, .Scotland,:
nd, ‘and other Europeanicountries ha'v'e'gwen -
being to our~ _Qmmumties ‘and, ha.ppxly for:; Latin
'1ca, in: combm io w1th the natwe Ind.tans. g

g‘new:tess “of- spirl ,__.‘thCh gives us our :
destiny as Amerlcan new men, P -

In' cur countnes we also ha.ve the old not as
ethmg worthy of respect 51mply beca.use once
ng.'been. new . it will aIways ‘continue' to-be
new;’ since to'us the new is, achmensmn of bemg
at. 0nce reached is never lost and that .we ad-
here ‘to in’ respecting and defending our tradi-
tions our folklore, and our snnple and complex
istoms. The old that we condemn is stagnation,
ar b:r.'ake, .a’chain,-denial of our: hemg Stagnant
waters- become foul, and it is:thataspect of the
; the decayed and the: rotten; that mustirre=
mlssxbly clash with our condition.as men ‘whose
‘;_rit 1s ‘one of moyvement and of constant re=

we owe a large part of what we are, but.we know -
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up in the past, and for our present, which is the
life stored up for the future--and our renuncia-
tion of what is a deadletter, which means some-
thing from which the spiritual dimension is miss-
ing.

Gentlemen and colleagues, we have assumed
a grave responsibility. Only great humility will
enable us to shoulder it. But this must not be a
passive, sheeplike humility; this must be active
humility of the master whodidnot hesitateto use
the whip to drive the money-changers from the
temple.

All of us meeting here have promised to wage
a battle, and I am completely certainthatno one
will violate that promise.

From here we return to our offices with even
greater enthusiasm for our task, which we know
determines the course of our own lives andalso
that of our communities. We have adopted reso-
lutions and we have outlined goals. Justasthose
questions raised by the poet have reached us as
stimulating works of art, so let us each do his
duty creatively. That must be our watchword.
No other redemption is offered us. Therefore,
let our own achievements answer the poet.

gl i i e




